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IN MEMORIAM

PAUL ERDOS
26.3.1913-20.9. 1996

The week before these volumes were scheduled to go to press, we learned
that Paul Erd8s died on September 20, 1996. He was 83. Paul died while
attending a conference in Warsaw, on his way to another meeting. In this
respect, this is the way he wanted to “leave”. In fact, the list of his last
month’s activities alone inspires envy in much younger people.

Paul was present when the completion of this project was celebrated by
an elegant dinner in Budapest for some of the authors, editors and Springer
representatives attending the European Mathematical Congress. He was es-
pecially pleased to see the first copies of these volumes and was perhaps
surprised (as were the editors) by the actual size and impact of the collec-
tion. We hope that these volumes will provide a source of inspiration as well
as a last tribute to one of the great mathematicians of our time. And because
of the unique lifestyle of Paul Erdds, a style which did not distinguish be-
tween life and mathematics, this is perhaps a unique document of our times
as well.
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Preface

In 1992, when Paul Erdés was awarded a Doctor Honoris Causa by Charles
University in Prague, a small conference was held, bringing together a distin-
guished group of researchers with interests spanning a variety of fields related
to Erdds’ own work. At that gathering, the idea occurred to several of us that
it might be quite appropriate at this point in Erdés’ career to solicit a col-
lection of articles illustrating various aspects of Erd6s’ mathematical life and
work. The response to our solicitation was immediate and overwhelming, and
these volumes are the result.

Regarding the organization, we found it convenient to arrange the papers
into six chapters, each mirroring Erdds’ holistic approach to mathematics.
Our goal was not merely a (random) collection of papers but rather a thor-
oughly edited volume composed in large part by articles explicitly solicited
to illustrate interesting aspects of Erdds and his life and work. Each chap-
ter includes an introduction which often presents a sample of related Erdgs’
problems “in his own words”. All these (sometimes lengthy} introductions
were written jointly by editors.

We wish to thank the nearly 70 contributors for their outstanding efforts
(and their patience). In particular, we are grateful to Béla Bollobas for his
extensive documentation of Paul Erdds’ early years and mathematical high
points (in the first part of this volume); our other authors are acknowledged
in their respective chapters. We also want to thank A. Bondy, G. Hahn, L.
Oubhel, K. Marx, J. Naceradsky and Ché Graham for their help and for the use
of their works. At various stages of the project, the book was supported by
AT&T Bell Laboratories, GACR 2167 and GAUK 351. We also are indebted
to Dr. Joachim Heinze and Springer Verlag for their encouragement and
support. Finally, we would like to record our extreme debt to Susan Pope (at
AT&T Bell Laboratories) who somehow (miraculously) managed to convert
more than 50 manuscripts of all types into the attractive form they now have.

Here then is a unique portrait of a man who has devoted his whole being
to “proving and conjecturing” and to the pursuit of mathematical knowledge
and understanding. We hope that this will form a lasting tribute to one of
the great mathematicians of our time.

R. L. Graham
J. Nesetfil
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Manchester number theory group in 1937 or 1938.
From left to right: Erdds, Chao Ko, Zsilinskas,
Mordell, Bailey, Mahler, Heilbronn, Davenport, Duval
P. Erdés and R. Rado (early 50’s)
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