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FOREWORD

The Nankai Institute of Mathematics held a special Year in Probability and Statis-
tics during the academic year 1988-1989. We had over 150 specialists, professors and
graduate students, who participated in this Special Year from August 1988 to May 1989.
More than twenty outstanding probabilists and statisticians from several countries were
invited to give lectures and talks. This volume contains two lectures, one is written by
Professor R. L. Dobrushin, and the other one by Professor S. Kusuoka.

We would like to express our gratitude to Professors Dobrushin and Kusuoka for

their enthusiasm and cooperation.

Ze-Pei Jiang
Shi-Jian Yan
Ping Cheng
Rong Wu
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